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SUBJECT: SPINY LOBSTER FISHING 

REF: STATE 296102 

1. OFFICIAL AT FISHERIES SECTION OF MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
STATED THAT PERMITS TO CATCH LOBSTER IN COSTA RICAN WATERS 
ARE GRANTED ONLY TO COSTA RICANS, AND IN PRACTICE TEND TO 
BE RESERVED FOR RESIDENTS OF THE PUERTO LIMON AREA, WHERE 
THE LOBTSTER FISHERY IS LOCATED. HE EXPLAINED THAT SPINY 
LOBSTER IN COSTA RICA IS HIGHLY SEASONAL, UNPREDICTABLE, 
AND LIMITED IN QUANTITY. FOR THOSE REASONS, PERMITS ARE 
GRANTED ONLY TO LOCAL RESIDENTS, USUALLY THE FISHERMEN 

IN PUERTO LIMON. 

2. NO PROCEDURES HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED TO LICENSE FOREIGN 
LOBSTER FISHERMEN. 
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